146                                                       EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN
BOX 4-1    Recommendations Concerning
Education and Training for Adequate Emergency
Medical Services for Children
The committee recommends that:
•   states and localities develop and sustain programs to provide to the general public of all ages adequate and age-appropriate levels of education and training in safety and prevention, in first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and in when and how to use the emergency medical services system appropriately for children.  It recommends further that:
—  the content of such programs reflect the particular needs of each community;
—  the content of such programs reflect the special medical, developmental, and social needs of children;
—  parents and other adults who are responsible for the care and education of children (e.g., day-care workers, teachers, coaches) receive highest priority in such programs; and
—  adolescents also be a high priority In this endeavor.
•   states and localities develop and maintain specific guidelines or criteria to ensure basic consistency and quality of educational programs across communities and populations reached, including specific content elements that those education programs should cover.
•   organizations that accredit training programs for prehospital care providers require that the curricula for EMT-Basic, EMT-lntermediate, and EMT-Paramedic provide training in pedlatric basic life support; in the medical, developmental, and social needs of all children; and in caring for children with special health care needs.
•   accreditation organizations require that curricula for EMT-Paramedic programs include training in advanced life support for children.
•   appropriate accrediting organizations require that the primary curricula for all health care professionals include training in basic resuscitation skills and the use of the emergency medical services system.   These curricula must give specific attention to the unique medical, developmental, and social needs of children.
•   appropriate accrediting organizations ensure that graduate nursing programs in emergency, pediatric, and family practice nursing include training in emergency care for children, including advanced resuscitation.
•   the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education ensure that residency programs for emergency medicine, family medicine, pediatrics, and surgery include training in emergency care for children, including advanced resuscitation. are needed in emergency care of children, they need training resources that will enable them to refresh their skills and to learn about current practice guidelines.
